
	
	

	
THE PAST AND FUTURE OF IMMIGRATION 

 
Wednesday April 17, 2019 
6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.  
Moudy North, Room 141, Texas Christian University 
 

6:00 pm              Reception 

Welcome and Introduction  

6:30 pm  Kristie Bunton, Ph.D. 
   Dean, Bob Schieffer College of Communication, Texas Christian University 
 
Film Screening — Rational Middle of Immigration Series 

6:40 pm  Introduction and Remarks  

   Gregory Kallenberg, Director, Writer, and Producer, “Rational Middle” 

6:50 pm  Videos: “The Immigrant's Promise” and “DACA and the American Dream” 

Panel — Immigration Outlook  

7:10 pm  Melita Garza, Ph.D. 
   Associate Professor, Department of Journalism, Texas Christian University 
 
   Diana Greener 
   Business Development Manager, Key Construction  
 
   Tony Payan, Ph.D. 
   Françoise and Edward Djerejian Fellow for Mexico Studies and Director,  
   Mexico Center, Baker Institute 
 
   Dianne Solis 
   Freelance Journalist 
 
    Moderator: Uche Onyebadi, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Chair of Journalism,  
   Texas Christian University   
 
8:00 pm  Question and Answer Session  

8:30 pm  Adjourn  

 
 
 
 



Participant Biographies 
 
Melita Garza, Ph.D., is an associate professor in the journalism department at Texas Christian 
University’s Bob Schieffer College of Communication in Fort Worth, and the author of the award-
winning book, They Came to Toil: Newspaper Representations of Mexicans and Immigrants in the Great 
Depression (University of Texas Press, 2018). They Came to Toil examines the way English- and 
Spanish-language newspapers shaped ideas about immigration in the public imagination, many of which 
persist today. She teaches journalism history, business journalism, diversity and the media, and media 
literacy and is a founder and executive committee member of TCU’s new Department of Comparative 
Race and Ethnic Studies. She joined TCU in 2012 after earning a Ph.D. in journalism and mass 
communication from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She began her doctoral work in 
2009 after an award-winning 20-plus year career in journalism in which she reported for, among other 
organizations, the Chicago Tribune, Bloomberg News, and the Los Angles Times. She also holds an 
MBA from the University of Chicago Booth School of Business and a bachelor’s degree in government 
with a certificate in Latin American Studies from Harvard University. 
 
Diana Greener is a Business Development Manager for Key Construction of Fort Worth with a focus in 
PK- Higher Education. She has been in the construction industry over 11 years with a focus in sales, 
development, finance, safety and project management.  She has a Forensic Anthropology degree from 
Baylor University, holds an International Forensic Photographer certification and, Psychological Profiling 
certification. Diana uses science and analytics to see all aspects of each project she works on by dissecting 
and resecting both large and small aspects while maintaining the forecast and vision of the developers.   
Her experience with the National Association of Women in Construction (NAWIC) OSHA-Alliance, 
medical and insurance background affords her the opportunity to mitigate risks and further explore the 
impact on the construction industry. She has two children, Jackson who is a freshman in high school and 
Elizabeth who is in the 5th grade.  Being a parent and in the 9% of females in the construction industry, 
Diana believes in educating, mentoring and promoting the rights of those whom make this industry great. 
 
Gregory Kallenberg is the director and a producer of the “Rational Middle of Immigration” film series. 
He is the founder of Rational Media, a media and events company committed to creating balanced media 
and catalyzing civil, solutions-based discussions around divisive topics. Prior to the “Rational Middle of 
Immigration,” Kallenberg worked with Shell to create the “Rational Middle of Energy.” To date, 
“Rational Middle” films have been downloaded, viewed and shown over 6 million times. Kallenberg also 
directed and produced “Haynesville: A Nation’s Hunt for an Energy Future,” a documentary chronicling a 
large natural gas discovery in northwest Louisiana and its effect on three individuals' lives. Kallenberg’s 
previous work in the film industry includes writing and story editing for the award-winning production 
house Blue Field Productions. He has also written for Esquire, The New York Times and the Austin 
American-Statesman, among other publications. Kallenberg received a bachelor’s degree in film from 
The University of Texas at Austin. 
 
Uche Onyebadi, Ph.D., is an associate professor and Chair of the Journalism Department in the Bob 
Schieffer College of Communication, Texas Christian University. He also served as the Director of the 
School of Journalism, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL (2014-2016). Onyebadi holds a 
doctoral degree in journalism, with specialization in political communication, from the University of 
Missouri, Columbia- Missouri. His research interests include political communication, media and politics, 
mass communication theory, media ethics, sports and international communication. His articles have 
appeared in a number of mass communication journals. He served as a guest editor of the 50th 
anniversary edition of the International Communication Research Journal (2016). He is also the editor of 
the books, Music as a Platform for Political Communication (2017) and Music and Messaging in the 
African Political Arena (2019). His international experience includes working as a journalist in Nigeria, 



sports management in Kenya, Fulbright Specialist at BRAC University, Dhaka - Bangladesh (2012), and 
a Visiting Professor, International Summer School, University of International Business and Economics, 
Beijing – China (2017). He is a 2018-2019 Fellow of the Institute for Diverse Leadership in Journalism 
and Mass Communication (USA). 
 
Tony Payan, Ph.D., is the Françoise and Edward Djerejian Fellow for Mexico Studies and director of the 
Mexico Center at the Baker Institute. He is also an adjunct associate professor at Rice University and a 
professor at the Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez. Between 2001 and 2015, Payan was a professor 
of political science at The University of Texas at El Paso. Payan’s research focuses primarily on border 
studies, particularly the U.S.-Mexico border. His work includes studies of border governance, border 
flows and immigration, as well as border security and organized crime. Payan has authored two books, 
“Cops, Soldiers and Diplomats: Understanding Agency Behavior in the War on Drugs” and “The Three 
U.S.-Mexico Border Wars: Drugs, Immigration and Homeland Security” (2006 and 2016 editions). In 
addition, he has co-edited six volumes and authored several book chapters and journal publications. Payan 
has served on several boards, including the Camino Real Regional Mobility Authority in El Paso, Texas, 
and the Plan Estratégico de Juárez in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. He previously served as president of the 
Association of Borderlands Studies between 2009 and 2010. Payan earned a B.A. in philosophy and 
classical languages from the University of Dallas and an MBA from the University of Dallas Graduate 
School of Management. He received a doctorate degree in international relations from Georgetown 
University in 2001.  
 
Dianne Solis is an award-winning Texas-based freelance journalist. She is a former senior writer at The 
Dallas Morning News and a former foreign correspondent for The Wall Street Journal based in Mexico. 
She has reported extensively on the immigration crackdown by the Trump administration and its impact 
on children. Throughout her career, she’s written about people crossing borders, from tales of refugees 
from Iraq, to children from Honduras seeking asylum in Texas. Her passion? Finding the humanity in 
complex stories. She holds degrees from Northwestern and California State University, Fresno, and was a 
Nieman Fellow at Harvard.  
 
 


